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20102011 WINTER COVER CROPS
N

Go for the Green
Plant Cover Crops

Sign-up begins June 2! and ends July |15, 2010
at soil conservation district r.:fﬁ(us

Farmerghroughout Marylandhave been using
cover crops as one way to reduce the amount of
nutrients that end up in tlighesapeakBay. Cover
crops, which are planted ihe fall, usually consist of
cereal grains like wheat, rygpring oatsand barley
which continue to grow during the winter months.
Once established, cover crops absorb excess nutrients
in the soil and redie erosion from rain, snqwnd
wind.

Signup for this year®s pr

July 15" and it is on a first come, firstservebass.
The MD Department of Agricultureas$15 million
allocated for the prograthis year. The base rate for
traditional cover crops is $40 per acre. Additional
incentives are availableased a planting method,
previous crop, planting date and other factors.
Farmers who harvest their cover csamder the
commodity progranwill receive $25 per acreThis
year, therare no enrollment caps for either program
option There are increased incentives for planting
rye and for planting fields which received manure.
One change for this year is the kill down or harvest of
the crop cannot occinefore March 15, 2011. Please
visit our office tosign up, or check out the details of

2010 COOPERATORS DINNER

Please mark your calendars for the'SCD
Annual Cooperators Dinner scheduledfor
September 22010. It will be an evening of fun for
the entire familywith wagon rides, conservation
practicespumpkin chunkin andreat foodWe are
finalizing the locatbn, which will be in the northeast
part of the County outside of Laytonsvilken official
announcememwill be mailed out this summewe
look forward to seeing you in Septemiagd
celebrating the great conservation and stewardship
being practiced in Magomery County.

EQUINE PASTURE WALK

The Montgomery Soil Conservation District,
Maryland Extension and the USDA Natural Resource
Conservation Service are hosting a Pasiiadk for
everyone involved in the equine industry. The
pasture walkwill be held at the Central Maryland
Research and Education Center, near Clarksville,
Howard County. This University of Maryland facility
has awell establishedEquine Rotational Grazing
Demonstration area that provides examples of pastu
management, tational grazing techniques, forage
species selection, vegetative heavy use areas, fencit

the program on MDAGs we b sandaher conservation practicébe pasture walk
www.mda.state.md.us

will be on Thursday, June 17, 2010 from 6:00pm

to 8:00pm.Join us to learn more about how to asses:
and improve th vegetative cover in your pastures.
Experts will be on hand to discuss tips on improving
your pasture's forage stand. For information on the
pasture wallor to register please contact Edith
Silvious atesilviou@umd.ed or by phone at 301
4055781.



mailto:esilviou@umd.edu

PLANT INVADER OF THE MONTH: 2010 ENVIROTHON

Garlic Mustard (Alliaria petiolata)
TheEnvirothon is a
nationwide conservation
competiton for high
school studentsarried out
through local soll
conservation districts.
e MEARY LANE Students are trained and
ENVIROWTION tested in five natural
resource fields: soils, forestry, wildlife, aquatics, and
a current environmental issue. They compete
progressively at the county, state, and inteomti
level. The teameeceive training frormatural

Garlic mustard was
first documented in the ¥
U.S. around 1868 in Long ¥

here from Europe whete
is used for food and
medicinal purposes. It
now ranges from eastern
Canada, south to Georgia, 2554
and west to Kansas. It &
thrives in various habitats

including roadsides, e ) resource professionals such as biologists, foresters,
floodplains, forest edges and interiors but does not natural resource managensd soil scientists.
tolerate highly acidic soils. Galmustard invades Portiors of thetrainingareconducted outdoors in
disturbed areas and may be aided in itgidistion by natural settingso provide students withlzands
the fact that whitdailed deer prefer to leave it experience. The prograrl
untouched asheat other native wildflowers. Garlic thinking, problem solving, communication, team
mustard is an invasive because it displaces many building and decision making skills using real life
native wildflowers andhas ako caused the decline of local environmental issues.
the West Virginia white butterfly because its leaves Twenty-four teams participated ineh
are toxic to the butter f| NostgomeryGpunty Envirothon thipsng, all
Garlic mustard is a biennial herb in the mustard competing for a chance to go to the Statewide
family (Brassicaceae). lts life cycle lasts two years Environthon being held in Prince Georges County
and dies back by the second June.weting plants June28and 28. Thi sy e ingtéasn wasi n n
are usually 1 to 4 feet tall. Crushed leaves and stems Syzygyfrom Montgomery Blair High SchoolWe
have a garlic type odor. The plant produces small would like to thank the Izaak Walton
white flowers in the axils of leaves along the stem. It LeaguéBethesaChew Chase ChaptgHonesfTea,
spreads by producing hundreds of seeds which MO M 6Gsganic MarketWashington Ga<California
become scattered around the papgant. Tortilla and Giant Food, Inc. for supporting this
Prevention and control of garlic mustard requires ~ valuable program.

a long term commitment. Its seeds can remain viable -~
for up to 5 years in the soil. Hand removal of plants ‘
is best for light infestations. Cutting of the plants low
to the ground in the spigrwill prevent plants from
flowering and producing seeds. Mature plants can be
carefully removed by hand and bagged for disposal
from June through August. A naelective herbicide
such as Roundup may be used to treat heavy
infestations. It has also be&und that several
weevils and one flea beetle feed on garlic mustard.
Information in ths article obtained from the
USDA Forest Service, National Park Service, and
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. For more information Congratulations toSyzygy
on garlic mustard or other invasive plants visit: 2010 Montgomery Envirothon Competitio
http://www.na.fs.fed.us/fhp/invasive_plants Winnerstii

Also pctured are Jm Hubbard andButch Mezick
from the Izaak Walton League
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With the county population nearing 1 million people, educating our citizens about conservation ishene of
most important things the Montgomery Soil Conservation District (MSCD) can do to promote the future of
agriculture.

CLOSE ENCOUNTERS WITH AGRICULTURE

MSCD provides this educational opportunity for students in
conjunction with Maryland Cooperative Extensidhis four
week program involveabout 2700 fourth grade students and
500 teachers and parents for a total of 32&icipantsClose
Encounters represits a comprehensive agricuditearning
experience fostudents from schools across the CoumMgny
young people today are unaware of the benefits agriculture
provides and of their responsibility to be good stewarftthe
land. Clse Encounters with Agricultureeates a rare
opportunity for these students to enjoy a hamal$earning

children go home and teach their parents about the things th
learned, increasing the benefits of the program even further.

With the assistance of the Farm Bureau, Master Gardeners, and
local farmers the students experience intéragirograms in
nutrition, production agriculture and conservation. Itis a fun day
for everyone and the kids leaaout topics not normally covered

in their regular curriculum.

Tens of thousands of students have participated in Close
Encounters with Agriculture over the years. Each child gains a
better understanding of where their fammes from and how
agriculture helps to protect our soil, water and other natural
resources.

EQUINE SEMINAR Si MSCD partnered with University Maryland Extension and Montgomery County DE
Agricultural Services Division to continue the series of educational seminars being offered to the equestriz
community. The goal of these seminars is to help educate partscgrawhich combination of practices will
provide the most successful pasture management. Seminars were held
at the new Equine Rotational Grazing Demonstration area at the
University of Marylandés Centr al Maryl and Resea
Center in ClarksVie. These seminars highlight several important
considerations for horse owners:
e Examples of proper pasture management and rotational grazing
techniques.
e Selecting forage species based on nutrition and growth qualities.
The value of heavy use areas apgortunities for establishing
vegetative HUASs.




