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Cover Crop Spring 
Certification end 

 June 1 
 
Cover Crop Sign Up 

 June 15 –July 17 
 
Pasture Walk  

     June 14 
 
Independence Day 
Holiday – 

Office closed  July 4 
 
50th Anniversary 
Conservation Tillage 
Event              July 20 
 
Cooperators Dinner 

September  5 

 

“Noxious Weeds” top Envirothon 2018 

May 2018 

 place finishers 
“C311UL053” 
also from  
Montgomery 
Blair High 
School.  The 
“Noxious 
Weeds” had 
placed 3rd in  
the 2017 County  
Competition and 
will now go on 
to represent  
Montgomery County at the 
State Envirothon at Garrett 
County 4-H Camp, Swanton, 
Maryland. 
   In 2017 the Montgomery 

County Team tied 
for second place in 
the state contest, 
ultimately finishing 
in third place after 
losing in the tie 
breaking category.   

     Last year’s State contest 
was historically close as only 
three points separated the 
top three placing teams.  This 
is a testament of the quality 
of the County’s Envirothon 
Program.  
     Competition at the state 
and national levels is fierce 
and all the students are  
advised to continue to study 
outside of the classroom in 
order to prepare.  In an  

effort to help the county  
contest winners to  
compete, MSCD and the  
partner agencies that help  
organize the local contest 
continue to provide the 
county team with additional 
instruction even after the 
local contest is over.  
   We are always looking 
for resource professionals 
who wish to volunteer 
their time and expertise to 
the County program.   
 If you have an interest 
in volunteering to teach  or 
help at next year’s County  
Envirothon please let us 
know.   
       Call the MSCD office                       
      301-590-2855  
                or Email  
James.Harne@md.nacdnet.net 

    Each year, teams of high 
school students test their en-
vironmental knowledge by 
competing against each other 
in five subject areas - aquatics, 
soils, forestry, wildlife, and a 
fifth environmental issue that 
changes yearly.   
     This year the fifth issue 
was Rangelands, a particularly 
challenging subject for students 
from Maryland who have little 
opportunity to see rangelands 
or their management firsthand.  
     The weather this year also 
made the competition more 
challenging for all those  
involved. The cold and erratic 
weather had  not 
only caused the 
soils training to be 
canceled because  
of snow but also 
slowed the  
development of the 
foliage making identification of 
the trees much more difficult. 
    A team of five seniors from 
Montgomery Blair High 
School  met that challenge 
taking home the top prize in 
the County Envirothon  Contest  
that was held on April 24,  at 
the Agricultural History Farm 
Park.  
    The “Noxious Weeds” 
scored 417 total points, three 
points higher than the second  
 

Montgomery  
  Conservation  
      Connection 

The  ‘Noxious Weeds” Took Home Top Honors 
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  The spring 
planting season 
is upon us and 
it’s time to report  
cover crop  
suppression to 
the Soil Conser-
vation District.  

Participants in the Maryland Depart-
ment of Agriculture (MDA) Cover 
Crop Program have until Friday, June 
1st to report the acreage planted.  
Spot checks will be done following 
spring reporting to verify suppression 
of each participant’s cover crop. 
MSCD staff will schedule spot checks 
between 7-10 days after reporting so 
that any herbicide used has time to 
take effect.   
   Last fall 35 participants planted 
over 16,000 acres as part of the 
MDA program.  These acres helped 
to tie up excess nutrients in the soil 
and prevent erosion of topsoil during 
the winter months.  Cover Crops 
are an important part of a farmer’s 
crop rotation and help to improve 
soil health and structure.   
   Looking ahead to this summer - 
MDA’s Cover Crop Program       
applications will be accepted from 

June 21st through July 17th at the 
MSCD office. 
  Information required at time of 
application includes the 
number of acres you 
would like to enroll as 
well as the proposed 
cover crop type and 
planting method.   
Applicants will need to provide a 
Current Nutrient Management Plan 
Certification form at the time of 
application.   
   The District will not accept   
entire plans, only the certification 
form.  This form must be signed by 
a Certified Nutrient Management 
Consultant or the Certified Farm 
Operator in order to be valid. 
 Future programs are expected 
to continue to recognize traditional 
cover crop acres as the only crops 
eligible for payment.  Farmers  
desiring a commodity cover crop 
option can inquire about the 
MSCD commodity cover crop  
program by contacting the District 
office. 
    Spot checks will occur in the fall 
as normal and will now also occur 
in the spring to verify kill down.   

2018 Cover  Crop  News and Notes 
     All Districts will continue to use 
a new web based cover crop  
enrollment and certification tool.  

   Currently,  
reporting  forms 
are electronic, 
and enrolled 
fields are also  
mapped using 

the online tool.  
    A new signature method is in the 
works. News regarding this will be 
available in the near future.  As always, 
a minimum of five acres must be  
enrolled to participate in the cover 
crop program.   
     Participants must be in good 
standing with the Nutrient Manage-
ment Program and must have a 
current Nutrient Management Plan 
in order to participate.   
   Cover Crop planting may begin 
as early as August 15th.   
 If you have questions, contact 
MSCD at 301-590-2855 or you can 
visit the Maryland Department of 
Agriculture cover 
crop web page at:  
http://mda.maryland.gov/
resource_conservation/
Pages/cover_crop.aspx   

New This Year 
Applicants will need to provide  

a Current Nutrient  
Management Plan Certification 

form.  

The annual cooperators dinner  
 has been scheduled for   

 

September 5, 2018  5-8 pm  
at  
 

WILLIAM F  WILLARD  
FARMS LLC  

20301 Whites Ferry 
Poolesville, MD 20837  

 
For reservations contact 

 Karen Walker 
301-590-2855 

         Karen.Walker@md.nacdnet.net 

 
The MSCD Website has a new look 

and more information 
check it out  

https://www.montgomeryscd.org/ 
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Montgomery County’s population continues to grow and now exceeds one million people.  The Montgomery 
Soil Conservation District (MSCD) Board and staff have made educating this growing population a top priority 

in order to help promote the future of agriculture and the conservation of     
farmland in our county.    
 

Many young people today are unaware of the benefits agriculture provides to 
them and the ways in which they can become good stewards of the land. Close 
Encounters with Agriculture creates a rare opportunity for these students to  
enjoy a hands-on learning experience that could have a real impact on their  
future.  Students often take the lessons learned home with them and help to  
educate their families. 
 

The Close Encounters with Agriculture Program provides an educational  
opportunity for students of all backgrounds. Each year this 3 week program,  
presented jointly by University of Maryland Extension and MSCD, provides  
approximately 4,000 Fourth Grade students along with 300 teachers and parents  
from across the county with a comprehensive agricultural learning experience. 
 

The program includes not only Extension and MSCD staff but also 
receives assistance from the Farm Bureau, local farmers, and 
members of the Master Gardeners program, who present courses 

relating to nutrition, production agriculture and conservation.  Each group has a full day of fun 
activities that provide a great opportunity to learn about things not usually covered in their 
regular curriculum, and reconnects them with our agricultural heritage. 

    MSCD 2017 Annual Report 

Close Encounters with Agriculture 

 

Leveraging private investments in conservation with government sponsored cost-share 
funding provides additional opportunities for landowners to implement practices that will 
improve water quality. Financial incentives represent an important link in the  
efforts to clean up our local streams and the Chesapeake Bay. 
 

By offering landowners a combination of state, federal and local cost-share, the  
District strives to help farmers protect their soil, water, and other natural resources.  

By pairing USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service funding through EQIP and Maryland Department of  
Agriculture (MDA) assistance through the MACS program, we were able to assist Montgomery County  
farmers in securing over $1 million in conservation funding in 2017. 
 

One example of leveraging funds for conservation projects is the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s  
Cover Crop Program.  Cover Crops are one of the most important practices for cleaning up the  
Chesapeake Bay, and Montgomery County farmers have consistently increased their participation in this  
valuable conservation program.  In 2017 the commodity cover crop program was discontinued on the state 
level; in response MSCD created the first locally funded commodity cover crop program, enrolling more than 
5,000 acres in the first round signup. 
 

    In 2017, Montgomery County farmers planted 20,854 acres of cover crop resulting in cost share payments 
of $908,589. This also means that farmers invested considerable amounts of private capital in conservation in 
their efforts to help meet nutrient reduction goals and restore the Chesapeake Bay.   

Cost-Share Funding for Landowners 

MSCD Chairman, Robert Butz  
teaches a group of  students 
about water quality. 
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Planning and Implementation — Twenty-five Soil Conservation and Water Quality Plans were developed 
for Montgomery County landowners to protect 2,020 acres of land. The District continued to expand the  
availability of programs for the growing equestrian community.  The locally grown food production and organic 
farming movements have seen rapid growth in our area.  Consequently, conservation technical assistance, high 
tunnel installation and conservation planning in urban and suburban areas has also increased. Providing cost-
share programs and technical assistance to all these areas of agriculture will continue to be critical components 
of conservation efforts in Montgomery County. 
 
Best Management Practices 
 
Following is a list of the practices completed by MSCD Cooperators in 2017. 
 
   

 MSCD 2017 Annual Report 
Agricultural Conservation Programs 

Conservation Cover 55.1 Acres 

Cover Crops 20, 854 Acres 

Critical Area Planting 2 Acres 

Filter Strip 30.7 Acres 

Forage and Biomass Planting 11.9 Acres 

Grassed Waterway 4.2 Acres 

Heavy Use Area Protection 0.4 Acre 

Lined Waterway or Outlet 82 Feet 

Mulching .2 Acres 

Riparian Forest Buffer 27.3 Acres 

Roof Runoff Structure 7 Structure 

Roof and Covers 1 Structure 

Streamside Fencing 5,514 Feet 

Underground Outlet 1,622 Feet 

Waste Storage Structure 1 Structures 

Watering Facility 2 Structures 



“We must be more attuned to business 

trends and needs.” 
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MSCD 2017 Annual Report 

The MSCD provides a variety of educational opportunities for landowners, students, and the general public.  
Educating the citizens of Montgomery County about agriculture and conservation is one of our most
important initiatives.  Some of our educational programs conducted in 2017 are listed below:                                               

 

Envirothon– The  MSCD has one of the most competitive county Envirothon programs in the state with the 
Montgomery County team finishing no less than fourth in the state competition in the past few years. The 
2017 competition saw 15 high school teams comprised of more than 75 students competing for the chance to 
go to the state contest. The 2017 winning  Montgomery County Team tied for 2nd place ultimately finishing 
3rd as a result of a tie breaking question at the Maryland Statewide Envirothon Competition. 
 

Government Agricultural Tours -MSCD staff help coordinate tours for  
government officials. These tours include local and state officials and offer the  
opportunity for open dialogue between officials and the District’s cooperators. 
This type of open exchange gives officials a better understanding of the challenges 
cooperators face and  the types of agricultural land use in our very diverse county.  

  

The 2017 Fall Legislative Tour took place on October 16 and included  visits to 
Sunnyridge Farm - a grain & beef operation, Waters Orchard - an orchard & cider 
winery and Waredaca Farm - equestrian facility and on farm brewery. 
  

Cooperators Dinner—The 2017  MSCD Cooperators Dinner was held on September 7, 2017 at Waredaca 
Farm in Laytonsville. The 220 acre farm is not only home to an 80 horse equestrian 
facility but also the  Waredaca Brewing Company, the County’s first on-farm brewery 
as well as Hero Dogs, a non-profit organization that raises and trains service dogs for 
veterans, that they receive at no cost. 
Approximately 120 people attended the dinner, including several local and state  
policy makers.  The focus of the evening was to showcase the agricultural industry 
and conservation leaders in the County. 

 

Workshops, Fairs and Expos - The MSCD staff also contacted thousands of   
constituents through their participation in local equine workshops, the EcoHoof 
program for 4-H and Pony Clubs, Close Encounters with Agriculture, and the  
Montgomery County and  Maryland State Fairs, the Flower and Garden Show,  
Arbor Day and Earth Day Events.   In 2017 MSCD,  University of Maryland  
Extension, Montgomery County Farm Bureau and the Montgomery County Office 
of Agriculture  once again joined together to create a booth for the Montgomery 
County Fair.  

 
 
 

The District also focuses on outreach 
through digital media platforms in-
cluding our own website, Facebook 
page and Twitter account. In 2017, 
MSCD hired a contract social media 
specialist who is currently 
updating and expanding our 
presence in 
these areas.  

Conservation Education Programs 

MSCD has been consistently recognized by  
the Maryland Association of Soil Conservation  
Districts for its outstanding newsletter. Newly  
renamed, Montgomery Conservation Connection,  
it is published 3 to 4 times a year, and provides 
conservation information, program updates, 
district accomplishments and a variety of  
articles of importance to cooperators,  
county residents and the community.  

Newsletter, Website and Social Media  
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Control of vegetation along County roads with prescriptive and dedicated right of ways:  

Mowing Activities:     

 

Mowing and removing herbaceous plants, vines, and small diameter woody plants  
under six inches in diameter does not require a County Roadside Tree Permit.   
Clearing Trees more than 6 inches in diameter (measured at 4.5’ from ground) 
Removal of trees 6 inches and greater in diameter (measured at 4.5 feet) requires an 
approved ROW use permit from DPS.  DPS is legally obligated to require the appli-
cant to provide a copy of an approved DNR Roadside Tree Permit before issuing a County ROW USE permit 
that involves removal or pruning of county owned ROW trees. If the Trees being cleared require a sediment 
and erosion control plan, then Forest Conservation requirements would also apply unless for agricultural use.  
Whereby, MNCPPC has approved the  agricultural exemption under Chapter 22A-5 of the  County Code. 
Are the trees being cleared along a county designated Rural and Rustic Road? 
The Rustic Roads program does not protect trees unless they are explicitly identified within the Rustic Roads 
Functional Master Plan (FMP) as a “significant feature” of the Rustic Road in question. In some cases,  the FMP 
also identifies “hedgerows” as a significant feature to be protected.   In these cases,  the Rustic Roads Advisory 
Committee would review the proposal and make recommendations to DPS before the ROW permit is issued.  

Did you know that Montgomery County has a roadside tree law? 
The Roadside Tree Protection Law has been in place since March 1, 2014 and applies to work  done  as part of 
building permits, sediment control permits, and right of way permits whenever the proposed permitted  activity 
involves the removal, disturbance, or pruning of a tree within the County's right of way. 
Any clearing, soil disturbance, storage, construction, or development that occurs in conjunction with a Building, 
Sediment Control, or Right of Way (ROW) Permit that will result in the trimming, cutting, removal, or injury 
of any tree located in a County right-of-way will require a Roadside Tree Care Permit from the Maryland    
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and a ROW Permit from Montgomery County Department of Permitting 
Services (DPS).  It is important to understand, the proposed clearing activity will likely require the application of 
certain Forest Conservation requirements under Chapter 22A of the Montgomery County Code, except if the 
trees being cleared are for agricultural purposes and the project receives an agricultural exemption from the 
Maryland National-Capital Park and Planning Commission (MNCPPC).  If your clearing project is for agricultural 
purposes, contact the District so that we can provide assistance in coordinating your request for an agricultural 
exemption with MNCPPC.  

What you need to know before clearing along a road that fronts your property  
There are some things all property owners should be aware of before undertaking any project that involves 
control of vegetation on their land, including along State and County right of ways.  We would like to inform 
you about and highlight some of the requirements; however, it is highly recommended that you consult the 
Montgomery Soil Conservation District (301-590-2855) before undertaking any clearing activities. 

Thinking of Removing Trees or Vegetation? 

Control of vegetation on your property. 
Mowing and removing herbaceous plants, vines, and small diameter woody plants and the clearing of trees are 
exempt from Sediment and Erosion Control measures and Forest Conservation requirements if the area being 
disturbed is less than 5,000 square feet; 
If the area of disturbance will exceed 5,000 square feet then several permissions are required.  A small land 
disturbance permit, a sediment and erosion control plan and Forest Conservation measures are required,  
unless the activity is for agricultural use whereby the landowner has contacted the District for sediment and 
erosion control assistance and the landowner has received approval of the Forest Conservation Ag Exemption 
from MNCPPC.   

This information is provided as guidance only, if you have a specific need or have additional questions, please contact 
 the District for more information. (301-590-2855) 



   A new insect is looming in the 
surrounding states. This new 
pest is the Spotted Lanternfly, 
Lycorma delicatula, a planthopper 
from China, India and Vietnam.  
    It has been identified in south-
eastern PA and northwestern 
Virginia. This new invasive pest 
likes many trees in the forest and 
landscape, hops, and fruit trees. 
Egg masses will begin hatching in 
late April or early May, producing 
a nymph that is red and black 
with white spots on it (Photo 1). 
 In this stage is moves from 
plant to plant by hopping, 
passing through several 
immature stages. In the 
very first stage it is black 
with white spots, but as it 
moves to later stages it 
will  also develop red 
patches.  
     Nymphs are not able 
to fly, and will hop from 
host material to host  
material. The plant material they 
seek is very wide ranging in the         

beginning and narrows as they  
mature.  
 In early July adults may be seen, 
but nymphs will transition over a 
long period of time to adults 

(Photos 2 and 3). Adults will 
be able to fly but will still 
hop in many situations 
   Adults will begin laying 
eggs from late September 
through the beginning of 
winter, with temperatures  
in the mid 20 degree F range 
killing the adults.  
 This new pest feeds on 
the sap of the tree, leaving  

a honeydew that draws in other  
insects, in some cases stinging  

 

Invasive Species Alert - Spotted Lanternfly  
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insects. One might notice trees 
weeping sap, which is a very tell 
take sign. The honeydew will also 
provide the needed media for 
sooty mold to grow.  
 As adults move towards egg 
laying, the preferred tree seems to 
be the Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) which can provide an 
opportunity to control this pest 
with systemic insecticides.  

 If you see this new invasive pest 
please notify University of  
Maryland Extension or MDA.  
 For more information or to 
report a sighting call or email 
Chuck Schuster 301-590-2807  
cfs@umd.edu  

 

Photo 1 

Photo 2 

Photo 3 

50th Anniversary of Conservation Tillage Event  Set For July 20 
 

  In 1968  farmers in Montgomery County agricultural community began using new 
conservation oriented farming practices, making Montgomery County the first county 
in Maryland to implement conservation tillage including no-till farming. Conservation 
Tillage resulted in a more sustainable way to farm in Montgomery County 12 years 
before the Agricultural Reserve was created. Conservation Tillage is responsible for 
over 45,000 acres of sustainable farming and paved the way for County Government 
to create the Agricultural Reserve in 1980.  
 

 A Celebration and Recognition of those involved in the initial implementation will 
be held on Friday, July 20, 2018 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. The day will start at 9:00 am 
with an optional  bus tour of some farms where no-till farming was first implemented. 
The Bus tour will end back at the County Fair Grounds-Harvest Room at 12:00 noon. 
Following a luncheon a short program of recognition for the farmers and the former 
University of Maryland Extension educator who pioneered this important aspect of 
modern farming  will be held—ending at 2:00 pm. 
 

 Invitations for this event will be forthcoming. 

 

     For additional information please contact Jeremy Criss 301-590-2830. 

 

NRCS acting Howard/
Montgomery District 

Conservationist, Carol 
Rivera, presents MSCD 
District Manager, John 

Zawitoski, with an 
award for 100%  office 

participation in  
Earth Team  

volunteer activity. 



18410 Muncaster Road 
Derwood, MD  
20855 

 

 

MONTGOMERY SOIL 
CONSERVATION 
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You Can Receive  
This Newsletter by EMAIL!!! 

Enjoy a full color version 
emailed to you as soon as it is 
posted to our website.   
   Register by phone   
                  301-590-2855  
                   or 
                 email 

Karen.Walker@md.nacdnet.net 

MSCD Staff 
 
John Zawitoski, District Manager 
 

Brandy Gibbons, Soil Conservationist 
J. Harne, Resource Conservation Specialist 
Shelly Ingram, Equine Conservationist 
Paul Meyer, Engineering Technician 
Karen Walker, Office Services Coordinator  
 

The Montgomery Soil Conservation District (MSCD) prohibits discrimination in its programs on  
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital  

or familial status. 

MSCD Board of Supervisors 
 
Robert Butz, Chairman 
Wade F. Butler, Vice Chairman  
 
Pam Saul, Treasurer  
Chuck Schuster, Secretary 
Robert Stabler, Member 
Robert Butts, Member 
Tim McGrath, Associate Member 
Tom Linthicum, Associate Member 
 


