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Conservation
Matters
July 2017

Teams Tie in Envirothon Competition

FSA deadline for
ARC/PLC sign up
August 1

-

MASCD meeting
August 7-9
First day to plant
winter cover crops
for MDA Cover
Crop Program
August 15
Montgomery
County Fair
August 11-19
Cooperators Dinner
September 7

-

The Duck Gizzards display their closely won prize.

-

2017
North
American
Envirothon
in our
backyard!
The annual final
competition is
scheduled to be
held at:

Mount St. Mary's
University
Emmitsburg, MD
July 23 - 29, 2017
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Remembering George Lechlider
Longtime Local Agricultural Advocate Dies at 96
-

–

–

-
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MSCD 2016 Annual Report
Close Encounters with Agriculture
Montgomery County’s population now exceeds more than one million people. The Montgomery Soil
Conservation District (MSCD) Board and staff have made educating that growing population a top priority
in order to help promote the future of agriculture in our county.
Many young people today are unaware of the benefits agriculture provides to
them and the ways in which they can become good stewards of the land. Close
Encounters with Agriculture creates a rare opportunity for these students to
enjoy a hands-on learning experience that could have a real impact on their
future. Students often take the lessons learned home with them and help to
educate their families.
The Close Encounters with Agriculture Program provides an educational
opportunity for students of all backgrounds. Each year this 2 ½ week program,
presented jointly by University of Maryland Extension and MSCD, provides
approximately 3,700 Fourth Grade students and 500 teachers and parents
from across the county with a comprehensive agricultural learning experience.
The program includes not only Extension and MSCD
staff but also receives assistance from the Farm Bureau,
local farmers, and members of the Master Gardeners
program, who present programs in nutrition, production
agriculture and conservation. Each group has a full day of fun activities that provide a
great opportunity to learn about things not usually covered in their regular school
curriculum.
MSCD Chairman, Robert Butz
teaches a group of students
about water quality.

Cost-Share Funding for Landowners
Leveraging private investments in conservation with government sponsored
cost-share funding provides additional opportunities for landowners to implement
practices that will improve water quality. Financial incentives represent an important
link in the efforts to clean up our local streams and the Chesapeake Bay.
By offering landowners a combination of state, federal and local cost-share,
MSCD strives to help farmers protect their soil, water, and other natural
resources. By pairing USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service funding
through EQIP and Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) assistance through the MACS program, we
were able to assist Montgomery County farmers in securing over $1 million in conservation funding in 2016.
One example of leveraging funds for conservation projects is the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s
Cover Crop Program. Cover Crops are one of the most important practices for cleaning up the
Chesapeake Bay, and Montgomery County farmers have consistently increased their participation in this
valuable conservation program.
In 2016, Montgomery County farmers planted 17,843 acres of cover crop resulting in cost share payments
of $870,270. This also means that farmers invested considerable amounts of private capital in conservation in
their efforts to help restore the Chesapeake Bay.
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The 2015 Cooperators Dinner was
slides, pony rides, pumpkins, straw
held on September 3, 2015 at Butler’s
maze, delicious country food, and of
Orchard in Germantown, Maryland.
course, Pumpkinland!
Approximately120 people attended
In the 1970’s, cut your own Christthe dinner, including several local and
mas Trees, Holiday ornaments, fresh
Planning and Implementation — Thirty-six
Soiland
Conservation
andasWater
roping
wreaths, as well
pre- Quality Plans were developed for
state policy makers.
Montgomery
County
landowners
to
protect
3,112
acres
of
land.
There are currently 54,457 planned acres in
serves, local honey, gourmet condiThe focus of the evening was to
showcase
the county.
the agricultural
The District
industry
continued toments,
expand
andthe
other
availability
seasonalof
decoraprograms for the growing equestrian
community.
Providing
cost-share programs
andwere
technical
to horse owners and the growing organic
tive items
addedassistance
to those sold.
and
conservation
in Montgomery
County
and
for
people
to
learn
about
And
don’t components
forget the cider!
farming community will continue to be
critical
of conservation efforts in Montgomery County.
the on-farm market industry in MaryToday the Butler family farms
approximately 300 acres producing
land.
Best Management Practices
more than 25 varieties of fruits, vegButler’s Orchard provided an exceletables, flowers, and trees. In 1993,
lent opportunity for guests to learn
Following
is a listconservation,
of the practices
by MSCD
Cooperators
about
agritourism,
and completed
the current
facility was
built to ac- in 2016.
commodate an ever growing clienthe innovative marketing being used
Agrichemical Handling Facility
1
Structure
tele. (information
form the Butler Orchard
by Montgomery County farmers.
The
Butler
Family have long been a
website http://www.butlersorchard.com)
Baseline
Assessments
3
Operations
part of the agricultural scene in MontThe event was held at the Butgomery
County Crop
and have
been proConservation
Rotation
1234.8
Acres were givler’s festival
area. Guests
moting agritourism for more than 65
en the opportunity to take wagon
Cover Crop
17,713
Acresand fire the
years.
rides, tour
the facilities,
In the 1950s, George and Shirley
pumpkin cannon.
Critical
Area Planting
.1
Acres
Butler
purchased
a 37 acre farm with
The Maryland Agriculture Educaa log house. Initially they grew 25
tion Foundation
(MAEF)
Critical
Area Planting
Construction
.1
Acres mobile
acres
of peaches
and sold
them to a
classroom and lab was also on site
local grocery store and at their own
and available
Diversion
200 to tour.
Linear Feet
small farm market under a solitary
apple
tree inWaterway
the backyard.
Grassed
1.5
Acres
Pioneers in the pick your own fruit
market,
gradually increased
Heavythe
Usefamily
Area Protection
.2
Acres
the variety of seasonal fruits and vegetables
grew and
sold. The first
Linedthey
Waterway
or Outlet
377
Linear Feet
field of strawberries was planted in
Livestock
560
Linear Feet
1953
on the Pipeline
site of the present market. Pick your own fruit was a new
Mulching
.1
Acres
concept
in the area, but soon became
very popular. Thornless blackberries
and Tillage Management
257.5
Acres
andResidue
black raspberries
were planted in
the 1970’s, followed by blueberries,
Residue and Tillage Management
165
Acres
peas, cherries, red raspberries, and
apples.
Riparian Forest Buffer
5
Acres
Pick your own pumpkins joined the
mixRoof
as a Runoff
result Structure
of a high school class
1
Structure
project. This led into the creation of
Pumpkinland,
a display of fairy tale
Streamside Fence
3255
Linear feet
characters built out of pumpkins, with
more
Underground
added every
Outlet
year. It is one of
650
Linear Feet
the farms biggest attractions and
Watering
Facility
1
Structure
draws
families
from all over the
Washington metropolitan area every
October to enjoy the hayrides, giant

Agricultural Conservation Programs
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Conservation Education Programs
The MSCD provides a variety of educational opportunities for landowners, students, and the general public.
Educating the citizens of Montgomery County about agriculture and conservation is one of our most
important initiatives. Some of our educational programs conducted in 2016 are listed below:
Envirothon– The MSCD has one of the most competitive county Envirothon programs in the state, with 15
teams and more than 75 students competing in 2016. The winning 2016 Montgomery County Team placed
3rd at the Maryland Statewide Envirothon Competition.
Government Agricultural Tours -MSCD staff help coordinate tours
for government officials. These tours allow local, county and state
officials to meet many of the District’s cooperators and gain a better
understanding of the variety of farming operations in the area. In 2016
this included participation in the Maryland Department of Agriculture
Ice Cream Trail Tour and organization of a Fall Legislative Tour.
Cooperators Dinner—The 2016 Cooperators Dinner was held on
September 8th, 2016 at the Izaak Walton League of America
(IWLA), Bethesda-Chevy Chase Chapter located at 20601 Izaak
Walton Way in Poolesville, Maryland.
Approximately 124 people attended the
dinner, including several local and state
policy makers. The focus of the evening
was to showcase the agricultural industry
and conservation in the County.
Workshops, Fairs and Expos - The MSCD staff also contacted thousands of constituents through their
participation in the local workshops, The County and Maryland State Fairs, Maryland
Expo,
“We must be more Horse
attuned to business
trends and
the Flower and Garden Show, Arbor Day and Earth Day Events. MSCD, University
ofneeds.”
Maryland Extension,
Montgomery County Farm Bureau and the Montgomery County Office of Agriculture joined together to
create a booth named the Best Agricultural Display at the 2016 Montgomery County Agricultural Fair.
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It’s Agricultural Census Time Again

New and Pending Changes
to the
Cover Crop Program
There are several changes to the
program this year:
1.

The Commodity Cover
Crop portion of the
program discontinued.

Participants are encouraged to
report all cover crop acres
because the decision to harvest
does not have to be made until the
spring of 2018.
2. Radish planting date
extended to
October 1
3. Homegrown seed samples
submitted by October 1
Applicants using home grown seed
should have samples to the
Maryland Seed Testing Laboratory
by October 1. Applicants should
allow several weeks for the results.
4.

MSCD Milestones
30 years
Robert Stabler has served on the MSCD Board for 30 years.
He was reappointed to a new term in April, 2017
Robert & his son, Randy, operate Pleasant Valley Farm raising corn, soybeans,
wheat, hay and cattle on 2,650 acres. He has been a active proponent of
conservation for many years.

Newly Appointed
Robert Butts was appointed to the MSCD Board on June 16.
Robert has overseen all aspects of his family’s farm for 40 years. Waredaca is
home to a well known equine facility and also a popular farm brewery.
Charles Thomas Linthicum Jr., was appointed to be an
MSCD Board Associate Member
‘Tom’ and his family operate Seneca Ayr Farm in Laytonsville -Where they
grow hay, corn, soybeans, and wheat and also raise hogs.

Certification of current
nutrient management plan
required in 2018

Beginning with the application
period for 2018-2019 cover crops,
all applicants will be required to
provide proof that they have a
current nutrient management plan
District staff will also be using
a new web-based reporting
tool developed by
Towson University.
We encourage all applicants
to make an appointment
prior to coming into
the office to fill out
an application.
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FSA 2017 Acreage Reporting
Dates
New Look for District
Website
In order to comply with Farm Service Agency (FSA) program eligibility requirements, producers are encouraged
to visit the Montgomery FSA office to file an accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
The following acreage reporting dates are applicable for Montgomery County:
June 15, 2017

Tomatoes

July 15, 2017

Beans (Limas only), all other crops

August 15, 2017

Beans (all types except Limas)

The following exceptions apply to the above acreage reporting dates:

·

If the crop has not been planted by the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

·

If a producer acquires additional acreage after the above acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation
must be provided to the county office.

If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,”
or “seed,” then the acreage must be reported by July 15th. Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days before grazing or
harvesting of the crop begins.

The annual cooperators dinner
has been scheduled for
September 7, 2017 5-8 pm
at
Waredaca
4015 Damascus Rd.,
Laytonsville, MD
For reservations contact
Karen Walker
301-590-2855
Karen.Walker@md.nacdnet.net

Business Tagline or Motto

18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, MD
20855
MONTGOMERY SOIL
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT
MSCD Board of Supervisors

MSCD Staff

Robert Butz, Chairman
Wade F. Butler, Vice Chairman

John Zawitoski, District Manager (Acting)
Jim Myers, District Conservationist

Pam Saul, Treasurer
Chuck Schuster, Secretary
Robert Stabler, Member
Robert Butts, Member
Tim McGrath, Associate Member
Tom Linthicum, Associate Member

Brandy Gibbons, Soil Conservationist
J.Harne, Resource Conservation Specialist
Shelly Ingram, Equine Conservationist
Paul Meyer, Engineering Technician
Melbaliz Santiago, Soil Conservationist
Karen Walker, Administrative Aide
Michael Weyand, Soil Conservation Technician

The Montgomery Soil Conservation District (MSCD) prohibits discrimination in its programs on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital
or familial status.

You Can Receive
This Newsletter by EMAIL!!!
Enjoy a full color version
emailed to you as soon as it is
posted to our website.
Register by
phone 301-590-2855
or
Email
Karen.Walker@md.nacdnet.net

