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Local Program Fills the Demand
Fast action by the MSCD
Board has enabled the
District to continue to offer
cost-share payments for
commodity cover crops to
Montgomery County farmers.
Commodity cover crops
make up 25% of the
total cover crop
acreage in the
County; and since
cover crops are
known to provide
one of the greatest
reductions in nutrients, the loss of any
of this acreage
could have a
significant impact
on water quality.
When district
staff learned in May that the
Maryland Department of
Agriculture’s (MDA’s)
Commodity Cover Crop
Program was being eliminated,
they knew they had to act
fast.
The District already had
its Conservation Cost-Share
Program (CCP) in place to
help local producers, who may
not qualify for existing State
or federal programs; but it
was limited to funding stream
fencing, roof runoff,erosion
control and/or prescribed
grazing projects.

Staff proposed creating a
local commodity crop payment
as part of this program. The
goal was to have a new
program in place by the time
cooperators came in for the
State Cover Crop Program
sign up period
(June 16th – July
17th).
The program
was approved at
the monthly
Board meeting
in June.
Certified
acreage qualifies
for a $15.00 per
acre payment.
The program
mirrors the
participation requirements
associated with the State
program- these include
restrictions on nutrient
application rates and fall
and spring certification
requirements. Applicants
must also have both an
approved Soil Conservation
and Water Quality Plan
(SCWQP) and Nutrient
Management Plan (NMP)
in place to qualify.
The program is primarily
funded in Montgomery County
through the Water Quality
Protection Charge (WQPC).

Since the early 2000’s all
property owners in the
County including businesses,
HOAs and non-profit
organizations have paid the
WQPC.
The WQPC is calculated
based on the potential for
a property to contribute to
stormwater runoff.
Typically, the larger, more
developed properties will
produce more runoff and
therefore, receive a higher
charge. MSCD receives
$320,000 dollars from this
funding source annually.
Funds also support two
conservation planner
Positions and additional
operating costs.

You may have
noticed some
changes in this
issue…

It’s true

we have a new
logo and a new
name for the
newsletter
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Zawitoski Named New MSCD District Manager
His is a very familiar face to the
Maryland agricultural community, but
now John Zawitoski has a new role
and a new title.
Recently, he was selected to serve
as District Manager by the Montgomery SCD Board of Supervisors after
serving the previous six months in
an acting capacity.
Born and raised in Southwest
Baltimore County, Zawitoski always
felt a close relationship with being
outdoors. His love of the land and
the interactions of man and his
environment led him to decide to
seek a career in land management.
In 1982 he graduated from
Allegany Community College in
Cumberland, Maryland, with an
Associate of Arts degree in Forest
Technology. He then decided that he
wanted to expand his background in
land management to include
agriculture, so in the fall of 1982 he
transferred to the University of
Maryland where in 1986 earned his
Bachelors of Science degree in
Agriculture.
Zawitoski has worked with the

Maryland farming community in
addressing the needs of farmers
since 1989. His first assignment
was with the Maryland Department
of Agriculture working with farmers
on Maryland’s Eastern Shore to
solve non-point source pollution
issues on their land.
Promoted in 1990 to
Regional Coordinator, he provided
leadership to seven Maryland
Counties (including Montgomery)
in developing and implementing
soil conservation and water quality
programs at the local level as
a part of the Chesapeake Bay
Restoration Initiative as well as
assisting other states in developing
non-point source pollution control

programs for agricultural operations.
In 1995, John joined the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA) with the Farm Service
Agency as District Director. During
this time he served the farming
community in 12 Maryland counties
(including Montgomery) providing
farm community support as well as
other environmental cost-share
programs.
He left USDA in 1997 to join the
Montgomery County Department
of Economic Development team
where he served as the
Department’s Director of Planning
and Promotions. His duties
included coordinating the agricultural
land preservation programs available
to landowners in the County, agricultural promotion and marketing
and direct technical assistance to
agricultural producers in solving
local and state issues that impact
Montgomery County farmers.
His innovative approach has already started to have an impact on
local programming, particularly with
the addition of new cost-share eligibility categories (see page 1).

NRCS Cost Share Funding Signup Deadline is December 15, 2017
You may apply for NRCS programs at any time, but funding selections are made at specific times. For fiscal
year 2018 the deadline for sign up is December 15, 2017. NRCS programs generally require a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and System for Award Management (SAM) number to be eligible.
Instructions on how to obtain these numbers are available from the Montgomery Soil Conservation District
office. These numbers take time to process so additional lead time will be necessary.
Programs include – Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP); Conservation Stewardship Program
(CSP); Agricultural Management Assistance (AMA); Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP);
and Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP).
The first step is to work with a conservation planner to develop a Soil and Water Quality Conservation Plan
for your farm. Then, based on your objectives, the planner can assist in helping
you choose the best program that helps you meet your goals.
EQIP, CSP, AMA, RCPP and ACEP have other deadlines as well.
Be sure to ask your conservation planner which deadlines may apply.
Call the office at 301-590-2855, for more information about any program.

Page 3

Local 4-Her to Compete in National Horse Bowl Contests
Anthony
Righter,15, of
Boyds, was
named the high
scoring senior
individual (ages
14-18) at the
2017 Maryland
4-H Horse Bowl
Contest held on
March 18, 2017
Anthony Righter at the Universiand his awards
ty of Maryland.
The Montgomery County team also took top
honors in the contest. The win
entitles Righter and his teammates
9 other top scoring individuals
from around the State) to compete
in two national contests; one at
the Quarter Horse Congress, Columbus, Ohio in October and then
at the Eastern National 4H Roundup in Louisville, Kentucky in
November.
Competing on the national level
will be a new experience for Righter,
but he is no stranger to competing
or winning. Righter qualified for
five separate national 4-H contests
this year, was the high scoring
intermediate individual at the 2015
State horse bowl and the 2016
winner at the state 4-H Horse
Communication contest.
“You are talking to a judge in
horse bowl,” Righter said. “The
public speaking helps but they are
very different.”
Both contests require attention
to detail and an ability to articulate
but they each stress different skill
sets. The horse bowl contestants
are asked to answer equine-related
questions in a competitive atmosphere, reminiscent of a game
show. Questions are written by
the club members across the state
and involve everything from the
evolution of the horse to current

equine management practices and
equine disease.
“I try not to write hard
questions – but challenging ones,”
he said.
Righter is not only good at
writing questions he is also fairly
adept at answering them. At this
year’s contest Righter received a
round of applause for the
excellence of his answers – twice.
Righter has grown up with all
types of animals, in addition to
being a member of the 4-H Horsin’
Around Club since he was nine
years old, he has also studied dogs,
birds, reptiles and amphibians. He
learned about trees and other
parts of the natural world by taking
walks in the woods
with his maternal
grandfather, a skilled
mechanic, who has
also taught him the
rudiments of auto
maintenance and
repair. But if he had
to focus on just one
interest, he says it would have to
be insects. His multi award-winning
entomology collection currently
contains more than 700 specimens
in nine glass cases.
“I have always loved bugs,”
Righter said, “There is a picture of
me when I was two in wagon full
of seventeen year cicadas.”
Righter praises his outstanding
coaches in his 4H equine and
entomology clubs for sparking and
maintaining his interest in each
subject. He said he had a tough
time deciding whether to pursue
a career in veterinary medicine
or entomology - but the bugs
won. Not surprising since Righter has already had some teaching
experience in the area.
His mother, Lisa, is an annual
volunteer at the Close Encounters

with Agriculture Program held at
the Agricultural History Farm Park.
The program allows 4,000 County
4th graders to learn about agriculture and nature through a series of
“stations” that focus for a few
minutes on one aspect of the
environment.
“I was 10,” Righter laughs. “The
person working the creature pond
had to leave, so I taught two of the
sessions.”
Since that time, he has been one
of the regular instructors at the
“bug tent”. The children seem to
particularly enjoy listening to one of
their peers talk so fluently about a
subject most of them find really
fascinating. He plans to be there
again this year
Scenes from the
“bug tent” at the
annual Close
Encounters with
Agriculture
Program.

but will also be preparing for the
national contests. Participants are
only allowed to compete on the
national level once, so extra preparation will be needed to maintain his
extremely high standard.
“It will be the same,” he said.
“But more formal and … harder.”
Then it will be back to his home
club where he plans to keep helping
other club members prepare
to compete.
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2017 Annual Cooperators Dinner
The 2017 MSCD Cooperators
Dinner was held on September 7,
2017 at Waredaca
Farm.
Approximately
120 people attended
the dinner, including
several local and state
policy makers. The
evening provided an
opportunity for
MSCD to pay homage
to a long time supervisor, honor
current outstanding cooperators,
and showcase the many facets of
the Waredaca facility.
Waredaca is a unique facility in
Laytonsville. The 220 acre is not
only “home” for approximately 80
horses but contains the poplar
Waredaca Brewing Company,
which is rapidly becoming known
for excellent locally brewed beer.
The farm is also home base for
Hero Dogs, a nonprofit organization
that helps to
improves quality of
life for our nation’s
heroes by raising,
training, service dogs
free of charge.
Today the farm is
managed by Robert
and Gretchen Butts. It
was originally started
in 1932 by R. Beecher
Butts as a camp for
boys in “rural” Maryland at the
corner of Old Georgetown Road
and Democracy Blvd.
The camp transitioned to a coeducational residential camp when
it moved to the current location in
1953. That camp was known as
Camp Waredaca (WAshington
REceational DAy CAmp) and in

those decades of service, hosted
thousands of area campers.
The farm
has slowly
moved away
from camp life
to become
what is now
one of the
area’s best
equestrian
barns and
licensed United States Equestrian
Federation Eventing facility. It is
also a Maryland Horse Discovery
Center offering a full riding
lesson program…and of course the
brewery!
Although changes have been
made over the years, the descendants of Beecher and his family have
continued the tradition of kids,
horses and family. The farm is
widely known for its beautiful

rolling pastures and the excellent
stewardship provided by several
generations of the Butts family.
It has been singled out for outstanding conservation stewardship
when it was recognized by the
Maryland Farm Stewardship
Certification and Assessment
Program (FSCAP).

Evening Accolades

Mrs. Carolyn Lechlider received
an American Flag that had been
flown over the U.S. Capitol in
honor of her husband, the late
George Lechlider. Mr. Lechlider
was a long time agricultural advocate and member of the MSCD
Board of Supervisors who died
at age 96 on June 6, 2017.

Dr. Charles Mess was the
recipient of the MSCD 2017
Equine Conservation Award.
Dr. Mess has been a conservation
leader in the agricultural community
for the better part of 32 years,
since he signed up as a cooperator in 1985. He has continually
demonstrated his commitment to
conservation through the many
Best Management Practices on his
203 acre farm in Olney.
Dr. Mess has been an excellent
cooperator as well as an outstanding leader in the equine
community. His Farm has been
certified by FSCAP Program in
recognition of his outstanding
stewardship.
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Mrs. Eleanor Leak Named
2017 Cooperator of the Year

We will miss….

assistance.
Over the years she
has installed numerous
Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to
enhance her land and
help protect the
environment.
Some of the current
conservation practices
used on or planned for
her farm include:
Stream fencing
and stream
crossings
Alternative water sources
with spring developments
Roof runoff systems.
An upgraded winter feeding
with a large roofed area
Future plans for grassed and
stone-lined waterways

MSCD Chairman Robert Butz (left) and NRCS Maryland State Conservationist, Dr. Terron L. Hillsman present Mrs. Eleanor Leak with the
2017 Cooperator of the Year Award

Each year the MSCD honors those
who have made an outstanding contribution to local agriculture and
conservation. This year, Eleanor Leak
was named as the MSCD 2017 Cooperator of the Year. In addition to
the MCSD recognition, Mrs. Leak
also received corresponding awards
from the Maryland Department of
Agriculture and USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service.
Mrs. Leak and her late husband,
Dr. Lee Leak, have been advocates
for conservation in the local
agricultural community for more
than 25 years. Mrs. Leak is continuing
the legacy of conservation excellence
that was fostered by Dr. Leak. Her
farming operation consists of 256
acres where she operates a (Cow/
Calf) beef operation where the
majority of land consists of managed
pastures.
She currently has about 100 cows,
plus the calves. However, as a result
of her desire to expand the herd to
about 150 cows, she committed
nearly half of the funds for her Heavy
Use Area (HUA) that was installed
on the farm using State cost share








Edward “Eddie” Burdette, 74,
died August 1 from cancer.
Burdette was born and raised in
Montgomery County and was
a seventh generation dairy
farmer. He was well known in
the area for his grading expertise and the variety of services
he provided for farmers. He
was also an artist, sculpting and
painting several life-sized cows
for the King Dairy Barn
Mooseum in Boyds.

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Conservation Sponsors
“We must be more attuned to business

Farm & Equine Business Services, LLC
Laytonsville Turf Farm , LLC
Marchwicki Excavating Co.
Willard Agri Service of Frederick, Inc.
trends and needs.”

Conservation supporters
Air View Farm - William E. Barnes
Gladhill Brothers, Inc.
Montgomery County Weed Control
Newsom Seed, Inc.
Our Hosts

Waredaca Equine and Brewing Company
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Take Time to Complete Your Ag Census

Cover
Crop
Dates

“Why should I complete the Ag Census Form that I have received?”
The Agricultural Census tells the story of U.S. agriculture. It provides the only
source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in
the nation. Census results help shape farm programs and boost services for communities and the industry. The Census of Agriculture is a farmer or rancher’s voice, future and opportunity. Through the Census of Agriculture, producers can show the
nation the importance of agriculture, and they can help influence the decisions that
will shape the future of American agriculture for years to come.
“Why is input from the Census Important to Montgomery County Farmers?”
The information contained within the results of the Ag Census is loaded into the
Chesapeake Bay Model and from those inputs, the results show how much work the
agriculture sector has done and potentially how much more work is needed to be
done to reach the 2025 goal of a clean Chesapeake Bay. If information is not adequately collected and represented, it could have a negative effect on farmers who are
mandated to meet certain water quality protection goals.



November 5th Last day to plant
cover crops



November 13th –
Last day to report
cover crop acres
planted



Take the time to accurately complete the Census;
it’s more important than ever before!


Important Nutrient Management Updates
Nutrient management is
an important part of agriculture. Recent regulatory
changes that include the
addition of a Phosphorus
Management Tool, suggest
it is time for a review of the
important aspects of this
regulation.
Any type of agricultural
enterprise that earns more
than $2,500 annually or has
a total number of animals
weighing more than 8,000
pounds on any given day of
the year, is required to get
a Nutrient Management
Plan (NMP). A Plan is also
required if applying for
State cost-share assistance.
This Plan becomes the
guide for all organic and
synthetic nutrients used for
that operation.
Organic sources of
nutrients are valuable
assets but must be
managed well to prevent

applying them to soils that
soil tests have determined
to already have high phosphate levels. All manure or
compost has nutrients and
can have value if applied
properly.
Manure produced and
collected (barns, concrete
pads etc.) must be accounted
for, whether utilized as part
of the operation, or removed
to other sites. If you plan to
have manure taken offsite,
records must be kept of the
approximate quantity
removed and the location to
which it is taken.
The NMP must account
for manure deposited
directly on pastures and
stockpiled manure, no
matter what its age. All
products used in agriculture
must also be accounted for
since they will contain
nutrients. For example,
Leafgro, produced in

Montgomery County
contains at least .30%
phosphate (less than 1%)
while low, it still needs to
be accounted for as part of
the annual plan.
NMPs are a key tool for
all agricultural operations
in Maryland. They aid in
providing a framework for
nutrient application
amounts and timing.
If you have questions on
agricultural nutrient
management please feel
free to contact :
Amanda Laudwein,
University of Maryland
Extension
Nutrient Management
Advisor (301-590-2840)
laudwein@umd.edu
or
Chuck Schuster,
Extension Educator
(301-590-2807)
cfs@umd.edu for answers
or assistance.

March 1st –
Suppression of
cover crops may
begin
June 2nd –
Last day to report
kill down on harvest

Spring Spot checks for
Cover Crop Program
participants will occur
between February 1st
and March 1st, 2018.
Spot checks to verify
spring kill down may also
be requested, with farms
to be randomly selected
by the Maryland
Department
of Agriculture.

Make
an
appointment
before you come
into the office to
submit your final
report
301-590-2855
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Pilot Projects Help to Test New Pasture Design
What are those horses doing
The idea is based on the
walking around the outside of
Paddock Paradise® promoted by the
what looks like a pasture?
Association for the Advancement of
If you are in Montgomery
Natural Horse Care Practices
you might be looking at either one (AANHCP) which they call;
of two pilot pro“a ‘management or
jects supported by
boarding concept'
MSCD. The new
to provide domestic
pasture layout is
equines with an
called a “track
environment that
paddock” and it
more closely
provides equine
resembles their
operators with
natural habitat”.
another option for
More information
Enrichment—You Bet! Photo by Lisa Feit
pasture layout that
can be found on their
allows the horses to be rotated
website. www.aanhcp.net/pages/
more frequently on small pieces of welcome-to-paddock-paradise
land.
The idea of “habitat enrichment”
By using a16-20 foot track
has been used frequently in zoos but
around the outside of regularly
has not been consistently applied to
sized square pastures horses can
horses. We wanted to see if it would
have access not only to more
help to combine healthy pastures with
space but can move through the
healthy horses.
long track in a more natural manner.
To this end the District set out to
Hay and water can be placed along help three cooperators who were
the track to promote movement
willing to apply the concept to their
around and through it, but most
farms. Lisa Feit and Brian Kenyon built
horses seem to move through on
their track system using board fence
their own due to natural equine
in August. Kathy Lipton finished her
curiosity.
Horseguard® electric tape fence

system at Copperpenny Farm in
September.
Unlike the Paddock Paradise®,
our track systems maintain grass in
all of the pastures in the system. The
additional pasture created by the
track allows for longer rotations
between pastures as well as allowing
the use of the track portion of the
system as a vegetative heavy use
area during wet seasons.
Future plans include seeding warm
season grasses in the track portion
to see if use can be increased.
Stay tuned!
Better for the horse…
better for the soil.

MSCD Equine
Resource
Conservationist,
Shelly
Ingram and
MSCD Intern,
Tori Willis, install
electric tape
fencing at
Copperpenny
Farm. (Photo by
Kathy Lipton)

MSCD Milestones
30 years
Paul Meyer
On October 5th, 2017, Paul Meyer, was recognized for his 30 years of service in conservation. Paul has spent
his entire professional career with the District . He was hired by MDA in1987 as a Soil Conservation Technician
and currently holds the title of Soil Conservation Engineering Technician. Paul is responsible for preparing the
majority of the conservation practice design work for the practices that are installed on our farms to address
soil conservation and water quality improvement needs. We offer sincere appreciation for his years of dedicated
service to Montgomery County and we congratulate him for achieving this special professional milestone.

28 years
Melissa Steed
Melissa Steed has been the Montgomery County Office of Agriculture’s Principal Administrative Aide for 28
years. She helps to coordinate many of the office’s programs and services and has a pivotal role in organizing the
office’s Annual Farm Tour and Harvest Sale and numerous other events and special programs. Melissa is an important member of our conservation partnership as she is always willing to lend her talents and time to help the
District and our partner agencies. We sincerely appreciate her years of dedicated service and congratulate her
on achieving this significant milestone.

Business Tagline or Motto

18410 Muncaster Road
Derwood, MD
20855
MONTGOMERY SOIL
CONSERVATION
DISTRICT

http://
www.montgomeryscd.org
MSCD Board of Supervisors

MSCD Staff

Robert Butz, Chairman
Wade F. Butler, Vice Chairman

John Zawitoski, District Manager
Jim Myers, District Conservationist

Pam Saul, Treasurer
Chuck Schuster, Secretary
Robert Stabler, Member
Robert Butts, Member
Tim McGrath, Associate Member
Tom Linthicum, Associate Member

Brandy Gibbons, Soil Conservationist
J. Harne, Resource Conservation Specialist
Shelly Ingram, Equine Conservationist
Paul Meyer, Engineering Technician
Melbaliz Santiago, Soil Conservationist
Karen Walker, Office Services Coordinator
Michael Weyand, Soil Conservation Technician

The Montgomery Soil Conservation District (MSCD) prohibits discrimination in its programs on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs and marital
or familial status.

You Can Receive
This Newsletter by EMAIL!!!
Enjoy a full color version
emailed to you as soon as it is
posted to our website.
Register by phone
301-590-2855
or
email
Karen.Walker@md.nacdnet.net

